
CLIMATE LITERACY

STUDENT READING

GUIDE

BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS FOR STUDENTS OF ALL AGES



EDUCATE STUDENTS ON THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

DISCUSS THE VALUE OF THE EARTH

DESCRIBE CLIMATE ISSUES

PROPOSE environmental SOLUTIONS

FOSTER A SENSE OF INCLUSIVITY 

THESE BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS MEET ONE OR MORE GOALS:

 

Overview



Overview cont.

ages 2-4

ages 5-7

ages 8-9

RECOMMENDATIONS ARE DIVIDED BY AGE GROUP:

ages 10-12

ages 13+



strengthen relationships with nature and instill a passion and

appreciation for its elements

help children understand the rules and standards created to

protect the environment

differentiate between climate and weather

develop a safe environment for children to learn more about

climate change without evoking fear or stress

 

why is climate reading

important for kids?



Book Recommendations 

for 2-4 year olds

FINDING SPRING

-CARIN BERGER

a little bear learns about nature and the changing of

the seasons as he witnesses spring for the very first

time 

TOUCH THE EARTH

-JULIAN LENNON

an interactive book focused on teaching children about the

world around them with a focus on the importance of

clean water for all



Book Recommendations 

for 2-4 year olds cont.

GREEN

-LAURA VACCARO SEEGER

teaches children about living green and

enjoying all of the greenery nature has

to offer!

DON'T LET THEM DISAPPEAR

-CHELSEA CLINTON

Describes 12 species of endangered animals around

the world and shares ways to help prevent their

extinction



10 THINGS I CAN DO TO HELP MY WORLD

-MELANIE WALSH

SHARES SIMPLE EVERYDAY TIPS TO BETTER THE

ENVIRONMENT FOR KIDS WHO CARE FOR THE PLANET

THE GREAT KAPOK TREE

-LYNNE CHERRY

Set in the Amazon rainforest, "The Great Kapok Tree"

emphasizes the importance of trees to the health of

the environment

Book Recommendations 

for 5-7 year olds



Book Recommendations 

for 5-7 year olds cont.

THE LORAX
-DR SEUSS

the lorax teaches children to speak up for the

environment in this classic tale of sustainability

EARTH! MY FIRST 4.54 BILLION YEARS
-STACY MCANULTY

science fact-filled picture book that gives a basic

history of Earth and describes its location in the solar

system



UP IN THE GARDEN AND DOWN IN THE DIRT
-KATE MESSNER

TEACHES CHILDREN THE WONDERS OF LAND and SOIL,

INCLUDING HOW THEIR PRODUCE IS GROWN

 GRETA'S STORY

-VALENTINA CAMERON

 to protest her politicians not doing anything to slow

climate change, greta thunberg takes a strike from school

in front of Sweden’s parliament building.

Book Recommendations 

for 8-9 year olds 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/up-in-the-garden-and-down-in-the-dirt
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/gretas-story-the-schoolgirl-who-went-on-strike-to-save-the-planet


Book Recommendations 

for 8-9 year olds

cont.

THE MAGIC SCHOOL BUS AND THE CLIMATE CHALLENGE

-JOANNA COLE & BRUCE DEGEN

classic ms. frizzle teaches a science lesson with tips on

taking climate action

KATE, WHO TAMED THE WIND
-LIZ GARTON SCANLON

a girl finds an environmentally friendly solution

to a problem by planting trees in her local

community

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/the-magic-school-bus-and-the-climate-challenge


Book Recommendations 

for 10-12 year olds

WHY ARE THE ICE CAPS MELTING?
-ANNE ROCKWELL

discusses how global warming affects the planet,

the greenhouse effect, and ways to recycle.

HOOT
-CARL HIAASEN

the main character works to protest the

construction of a building that will threaten the

habitat of an endangered species



Book Recommendations 

for 10-12 year olds

cont.

NEVERSINK
-BARRY WOLVERTON

a puffin works with his local politicians to protect

his sinking island from global climate change

FUZZY MUD
-LOUIS SACHAR

Describes 12 species of endangered animals around the

world and shares ways to help prevent their extinction



Book Recommendations 

for 13+ year olds

THREATENED
-ELLIOT SCHREFER

a young boy living with chimpanzees learns about

the threats they are facing, and works to save them

AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH
-AL GORE

this book presents research and data on climate change

in an understandable format



Book Recommendations 

for 13+ year olds cont.

GENERATION GREEN
-LINDA SIVERTSON 

touches on the biggest issues affecting our planet, such

as global warming and overflowing landfills, and

provides steps to address them

GREEN TEEN
-JENN SAVEDGE

this book gives teens tips to better the earth, 

 and includes more challenging actions for those

ready to take their environmentalism up a notch



Sources
Kaplan, Sarah. "How to teach kids about climate change where most

 parents are skeptics." The Washington Post(2017).

Environmental books for kids. (2019, January 17). Retrieved March

 14, 2021, from

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/environmental-

books-for-kids

Wu, Jason S., and Joey J. Lee. "Climate change games as tools for

 education and engagement." Nature Climate Change5.5 (2015):

413-418.


